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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/050172 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the intematiohal application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 



Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listii^ 

b. format of material 

[ I in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/fiimishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. rn In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablc(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as Hied, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: , 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/050172 


Box No. V Reeoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) claims 2, 4, 8-16, 18 




YES 




Claims If 3/ 5-7, 17 




NO 




Inventive step aS) claims 2, 4, 8-16, 18 




YES 




Claims 1/ 3, 5-7, 17 




NO 




Industrial applicabUity (lA) claims 1 ~ 1 8 




YES 




Claims 




NO 










2. Citations and explanations: 






1 


Reference is made to the following documents: 






Dl: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 


2003, no. 12, 






5 'December 2003 (2003-12-05) & 


; JP 2004 






087491 A (MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC 


IND CO LTD) , 






18 March 2004 (2004-03-18) . Use of document 






EP1403947 as translation. 






2 


INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 






2 


.1 The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 






matter of claim 1 does not meet the 


requirement of 






novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) 








Document Dl describes (the references between 






parentheses apply to this document) : 


a solid 






electrolyte layer between two porous 


electrode 






layers (MEA) . The electrode layers comprise regions. 






of porosity that are different by compression 






(densification) of the diffusion layer of the 






electrodes (page 4, paragraphs 24-26; page 5, 






paragraph 39) . The MEA then lies between two bipolar 






plates . 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3, 5-7, 17 

The claims do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any one claim to 
which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and inventive step (PCT 
Article 33(2) and (3) ) 



DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 4, 8-16, 18 

The combination of the features of claims 2, 4, ■ 
8-16, 18 is not included within the prior art and 
does not follow therefrom in an obvious manner, for 
the following reasons: 

the prior art does not disclose an SOFC fuel cell 
(see comment in Box VIlI) comprising a compact zone 
in the electrode having a lower porosity than the- 
porosity of the rest of the electrode, arid with the 
same thickness. The same applies in the case of 
fittings between the bipolar plate and the electrode 
layer. 
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Box No. VI 



Certain documents cited 



1. Certain publi shed documents (Rule 43Wj. I and 70. 10) 

Application No. Publication date Filing date 

Patent No. (dny/ntonth/year} (day/month/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/moath/year) 



2. Non- written disclosures (Rule 43Ws.l and 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring to non- written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/morAh/year) 



See form 210 
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Box No. Vni Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether, the claims arc fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

1. It is clearly apparent from the description and from' 
the drawings that the following feature is essential to 
the definition of the invention: 

1) the fuel cell in question is of the SOFC type 

PEMFC fuel cells may also have a solid electrolyte layer, 
but the invention does not relate to this type of fuel 
cell. 

Since independent claim 1 does not contain this feature, 
it does not meet the requirement following from PCT 
Article 6 taken in combination with PCT Rule 6.3(b) that 
any independent claim must contain all the technical 
features essential for the definition of the invention. 
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